EPIDEMICS — CHOLERA   AND   MALARIA
but thousands were rendered weak and emaciated and just
hung on. And all the time the cholera hung on, too—the
monsoon had failed to wash it away. In North Travan-
core, which had had a good monsoon, there was not a
single case ; but it persisted in the south, waiting for the
suitable soil on which to grow, the soil of starving and
enfeebled humanity.
And then—in September and October, and still more in
November—it got hold. At first scores, then hundreds of
cases were reported each week. The Travancore Govern-
ment detailed several medical men for special cholera duty,
with cars and a stock of remedies. It was very soon
evident that they could not cope with the progress of the
disease. Each had a large area to work, and could not
' spare time to go far of the main roads. They usually •
stopped only at the houses by the roadside, giving a bottle
of medicine and some disinfectant. In early November the
country-folk were getting frightened. At some of the more
inaccessible villages, two or three miles from the road, men,
women, and especially children were dying like flies. We,
in a large Mission Hospital, on the border of the district
where the cholera was at its worst, were busy all day
long dealing with hundreds of sufferers from all sorts of
complaints, neglected or more often maltreated by the
native vaittyans. The suffering within our walls was in-
* sistent, and called as ever for all the time and skill and
energy we could bestow. But here, within a few miles of
our gates, was something frightful. For cholera is the
most terrible of all diseases. A man may come in from
the field for his midday meal fit and well and be dead
before nightfall. His family may bury him that night and
sicken of the dreaded cholera before the next day is out;
if untreated, four out of every five cases die. And this
was going on in hundreds of homes. How could we best
reinforce the roadside work of the Government doctors ?
On the first day Harlow, with an Indian doctor and an
orderly, went out to the area with his motor-bike and side-
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